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SMALL BUSINESS — BEAUFORT STREET 

501. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier confirm that the statistics released by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics today highlight that his economic settings have forced 80 000 people to leave the state since he was elected 
and that fewer customers is a major reason that small businesses are closing — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member, I want to hear the question. Do it again, please. 

Ms L. METTAM: Can the Premier confirm that the ABS statistics released today highlight that his economic 
settings have forced 80 000 people to leave the state since he was elected and that fewer customers is a major 
reason that small retailers and businesses are closing on Beaufort Street? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I have those statistics, and the member for Vasse should not be misleading. In annual average terms, 
Western Australia’s population increased by 0.8 per cent, or 21 515 people, in the year to December 2018. That is 
the highest rate of population growth since the December quarter 2015. On top of that, since this government has 
been in office, in net terms 3 000 additional small businesses have been created in Western Australia. 
Ms L. Mettam: Thirty thousand small businesses gone. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: No, in net terms, since this government has been in office—the word “net”—3 000 additional 
small businesses have been created in Western Australia. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: But I am interested to know whether the member for Vasse agrees with the move by the 
Leader of the Opposition in relation to trading hours. Does she agree with the Leader of the Opposition about 
trading hours? 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, I call you to order for the second time. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: At last! At last the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has awoken! The Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, like a grumpy bear, has emerged from his cave. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, I call you to order for the third time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition is a very grumpy, urbane and well-dressed bear! 
A Volvo-driving bear from one of the most expensive caves in the national park! 
Those are the facts, member for Vasse. 
Ms L. Mettam: Your spin on them. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I have the facts before me. 
Ms L. Mettam: I’ve got my own facts. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Let the record show: she said she has her own facts! 
I have the exact figures. The net growth in small businesses over the last year in Western Australia is 2 433. The 
growth in the number of small bars since the reforms passed by Labor were introduced is 129. In annual terms, 
Western Australia’s population increased by 0.8 per cent, or 21 515, in the year to December 2018, which is the 
highest since 2015. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, you are on three! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Case closed. 
The SPEAKER: That is the end of question time. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 20 June 2019] 

 p4437c-4438a 
Ms Libby Mettam; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [2] 

 


	SMALL BUSINESS — BEAUFORT STREET

